HISTORICAl FACT SHEET ON VIETNAIvi 


FRENCH I NVOLVEIvENT ; 

*1883 - AuGo 25 - Treaty of hue. The French protectorate of South 
VIETNAM (French entered 1858) extends to include Tonkin (north 
Vietnam) and Annam (Central Vietnam). 

I.930-31 ” Serious outbreaks against French rule follow founding 
OF Indochina Communist Party in 1930 » agitation vigorously 

PUT DOWN. 

1941 _ Japan invades French Indochina 

1945 - Japan surrenders and Ho Chi Minh declares independent 
Democratic Republic of Vietnam. 

*1946 - French forces return. Recognize authority of Ho regime 
OVER north. Promise plebiscite in South, later French establish 

PUPPET GOVERNMENT IN SOUTH AND ISSUE ALTIMATUM TO HO TO DISBAND 
ALL MILITARY FORCES IN NORTH. HE REFUSES. IVAR! 

1949 _ French establish autonomous state bases in Saigon under 
Emperor f:AO Dai. 

*1950 - u.S. and allies recognize 0 AO Dai government. U.S. 
begins economic and military aid. Russia and China recognize 

HO REGIME. 

*1954 - Fall of Dien Bien Phu. First triumph of Third Wrld 

NATION OVER AN ESTABLISHED WESTERN POWER. 

CENEVA CONFERENCE ; BEG. OF TRANSITION FROM FRENCH TO U.S. 
invovement in Indochina. 

* 19^4 - Geneva Conference on Indochina - Switzerland, China, 
Russia, France, Britain, U.S. and the Democratic Republic of 
VIETNAM. Agreement between the French and the Democratic 
REPUBLIC OF Vietnam: 

A. National elections to be held in South. Vietminh to 
participate in political activities in South prior 
TO elections. 

B. Seventeenth parallel divided Vietnam into two tempor¬ 
ary ZONES, north and SOUTH, FOR A PERIOD OF TWO YEARS. 
BOTH ZONES WERE FORBIDDEN TO MAKE MILITARY ALLIANCES 
WITH OTHER NATIONS OR TO RECEIVE TROOP REINFORCEMENTS 
AND MILITARY SUPPLIES FROM OUTSIDE. 

. 11 . R ■ I MVni \/ F iw F MT - n I F iv, R FQ I VR : 

July 1954 - Diem appointed premier of southern zone by Qao 
Dai regime for a two year period. 

1955 - Hanoi attempt to begin election talks. Diem refuses. 
Oct. 1955 - Republic proclaimed by Diem in South with himself 



















PROCLAIMED AS PRESIDENT 


*1956 - Diem replaced elected vi llage counc ils/with his ovin 
SUPPORTERS* Last French troops v^ithdraw* u»So military 

GROUPS REMAIN TO TRAIN AND EQUIP SOUTH VIETNAMESE ARMY. 

APRIL 2j 1958 - u.S. ISSUES National Security Councils paper 
STATING U.S. AIMS IN INDOCHINA "WORK TOWARD THE WEAKENING OF 

THE Communists of north and South Vietnam in order to bring 

ABOUT THE EVENTUAL PEACEFUL REUNIFICATION OF A FREE AND 
INDEPENDENT VIETNAM UNDER ANT I-COMMUNI ST LEADERSHIP." 

Sept. 26 , 1959 - Viet Iviinh successfully engaged two aRVN 
(Saigon troops) companies for the first time and exposed their 

WEAKNESSES AS A MILITARY ORGANIZATION. ARVN TROOPS NUMBERING 

170,000 WERE Diem’s only supporters in South Vietnam. 

may 1959 - north Vietnamese zone passes a resolution declaring 

THAT THE STRUGGLE FOR REUNIFICATION WOULD HAVE TO BE CARRIED 
OUT BY ALL APPROPRIATE MEASURES. 

♦Dec. i960 - FOUNDATION OF National Liberation Front (NLF) in 
South. Former members of vietminh living in South referred 

TO BY U.S. AS VIETCONG. 

May 11, 1961 - Kennedy issues National Security Action 
Memorandum which included the following; 

1. u.S. OBJECTIVE IS TO PREVENT COMMUNIST DOMINATION 
OF South Vietnam. 

2 . A FURTHER INCREASE IN GVN (COVT.OF VIETNAM - SOUTHERN 

Zone.) 

3. The Ambassador should begin negotiations for a 

BILATERAL ARRANGEMENT WITH VIETNAM. 

*1962 - NLF CALLS FOR THE IMPLEMENTATION OF GENEVA ACCORDS 
SPECIFIC REMOVAL OF ALL U.S. MILITARY PERSONNEL. IN ADDI¬ 
TION NLF CALLED FOR A COALITION GOVERNMENT IN SOUTH WITH 
NEUTRAL FOREIGN POLICY. 

U.S. BEGINS I^IDE SCALE BOiViBING ; 

*1963 - U.S. LESSENS SUPPORT OF DiEM RESULTING IN MILITARY 
COUP OVERTHROWING DiEM (NOV. l) - DiEM ASSASSINATED. 

NOV. 1963 - June 1965 - succession of military leaders until 
Brigadeer General Nguyen Cao Ky establishes firm regime in 
SAIGON. 

♦Aug. 1964 - Gulf of Tonkin incident. Johnson orders retali¬ 
ation BEFORE NAVY HAS DETERMINED WHETHER ATTACKS ON U.S. 
DESTROYERS DID IN FACT OCCUR. CONGRESSIONAL RESOLUTION 
AUTHORIZES "ALL NECESSARY MEASURES." 

♦Jan. - Feb. 1965 - Continued instability of Saigon government 
U.S. begins widespread bombing of north and NLF AREAS in 
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SOUTH. U0S5 MARINES LAND IN CoUTH. 

HANOI PEACE PLAN REJFCTED - U. 3 . IN S TITUTES BOIViB ING PAUSE : 

APRIL - May 1965 -• Hanoi proposed 4 point plan; 

1. withdravml of U.S. military 

2 . CESSATION OF HOSTILITIES AGAINST NORTH 

3. HONOR Geneva Accorls 

4c Vietnamese to solve own problems 

July - Dec. 1965 - U.S. carriers first air strikes on Hanoi, 
Haiphong complex-. U.S. forces reach i 54,000 (nov. 4 ) 

Feb. 6, 1966 - Johnson, Ky, and South Vietnamese Chief of 
State General Nguyen Van Tkieu meet at Honolulu. Ky refuses 
TO JOIN IN promises TO NEGOTIATE WITH HANOI OR THE NLF. 

July 25 - Premier Ky galls for armed confrontation with Commun¬ 
ist China now rather than later. He urges allied forces to 
INVADE north Vietnam even at risk of bringing China into war.. 
Ky adament against possibility of talks with NLF. 

*Deco 8 - U.S. troops levels reach 362,000 IN South Vietnam. 


TFT OFFENSIVE ; 

Feb. 1967 - JOHNSON (on first day of Tet truce in letter to 
Ho) he refuses to stop bombing until north stops all infiltra¬ 
tion AS South, bombing resumed before reply received. 


Sept. - Vietnamese presidential elections result in Thieu 
(Pres.) and Ky (V.Pres.) victory with J,S% plurality. All 
KNOWN advocates OF PEACEFUL SETTLEMENT OR NEGOTIATIONS WITH 
NLF BANNED. Cl VILLI AN CANDIDATE DZU WHO FINISHED SECOND TO 

Thieu later (1968) sentenced by military court of five years 

AT hard LASOFl BECAUSE HE ADYOuATED TALKS WITH NLF AND A PEACE¬ 
FUL SOLL'TION TO THE WAR. HF IS STILL INPRISONED. 


*Jan - Feb. 1968 - Tet offensive. NLF and north Vietnamese 
TROOPS attack thirty-six OF SOUTH VIETNAM’S FORTY-FOUR PROVIN¬ 
CIAL CAPITALS, HOLDING MAJOR PORTIONS OF SAIGON, HUE. HEAVY 
FIGHTING IN HUE* TrOGP I.E 7 E!- REACHES 560 , 000 . 

IViARCH 31 5 1960 - JOHNSON ANNOUNCES BONDING HALT. 

April June 1968 — Peace moves in U-S., escalate after Tet 

' OFFENS-IVE r- •'1'-'^ U . r'» JO!'' H , )LiIGES DO '8ING HALT NORTH’ 

OF 20 th parallel as FIriST STEF TO *'DE-E SC AL AT ETHE CONFLICT 
AND "move IMMEDIATELY TO PEACE THROUGH NEGOTIATIONS." TOTAL 
HALT TO FOLLOW SIGNS OF RESTRAINT FROM OTHER SIDE. HANOI 
AGREES TO MELT U.S- REPRESENTATIVES IN PARIS, TALKS BEGIN IN 

WAY. Subsequent decline in north Vietnamese offensive opera- 

TIONS. 














PAGE 4 


V11. PARIS PEACE TALKS BEGI N; 

*OCT. 1968 - JOHNSON ANNOUNCES TOTAL BOMBING HALT® NLF AND 

Saigon governments to join peace talks® 

*Jan»i 969 - 4 -party peace talks begin in Paris - South Viet¬ 
namese, North Vietnamese, NLF and U.S. 

APRIL - ivAY - Peace talks stalemate over issues of troop 
WI THDRAViVALS AND INTERIM GOVERNMENT® HANOI, NLF DEMAND U.S. 
COMMITMENT TO TOTAL WITHDRAWAL AND CALL FOR PROVISIONAL 
COALITION GOVERNMENT REPRESENTING ALL WHO FAVOR PEACE, INDE¬ 
PENDENCE, AND NEUTRALITY® 

SEPTEMBER 31 , 1969 - Pres® ho Chi iviinh dies® 

Dec® - U.S. CHIEF delgate to Paris talks (Hen .ry Cabot 
lodge) resignssneither he nor deputy replaced® Thieu govern¬ 
ment closes two Saigon newspapers, seizes 15 student leaders 

PURGES AND IMPRISONS THREE CRITICS IN HOUSE OF REP® VICE 

President Spiro Agnew, on Asian tour, deems it inappropriate 
FOR U.S. TO PRESS Thieu to broaden his popular support® 

APRIL 20 1970 - Nixon pledges to withdraw and additional 
150,000 TROOPS FROM VIETNAM DURING 1970 BECAUSE PROGRESS IN 
"V lETNAMl ZAT ion'- EXCEEDING EXPECTATIONS® 

APRIL 30, 1970 - Mixon announces the invasion of Cambodia 
BY U.S. AND South Vietnamese troops® 

Iv'AY - [.lASSIVE U.S. STUDENT STRIKE PROTESTING CAMBODIAN 
I NVASI ON® 

Spring 1971 - Large urban demonstrations in South Vietnam. 

30 student demonstrators were killed during IViAY PERIOD WHILE 
50,000 DEMONSTRATE IN WASHINGTON® 

July 1971 - PRG proposes 7 point peace proposal in Paris. 

U.S. SAID THERE WAS NOTHING NEW IN THE PLAN. SAIGON GOVERN¬ 
MENT CALLS NATIONAL ELECTION. THIEU RUNS UNCONTESTEO, WINS 
RIGGED VOTE® 

Feb® 1971 - U.S. invades Laos in an attempt to seize terri¬ 
tory AND block Ho Chi KJnh trail - forced to retreat after 
TWO WEEKS WITH SEVERE CASUALTIES - SCORES OF U.S. HELICOP¬ 
TERS SHOT DOWN® 

Oct. 1971 - Gl mutinies become visible in a mutiny at fire 
BASE Pace in South Vietnam - mutiny makes wide spread 
MUTINIES VISIBLE® BRAVO COMPANY OF THE FIRST CAVALRY DIVI¬ 
SION. 72 GIS RESIST ORDERS. 

NOV® - Dec. 1971 - i/assive offensive in Laos and Cambodia® 
Pathet Lao encircle secret CIA base at long Cheng in Northern 
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Laoso Seize Bolevenf plateau in Southern Laos- Some 
Process taken place in Cambodia- U-S» backed dictator 
LON Nol's troops smashed during offensive against United 
Front Troops, in northern Laos- virtually entire country¬ 
side outside the capital, Phnom Penh in hands of Cambodia 
AND United Front by Dec- U.S. response to Laos and 
Cambodia offensive is intensified Christmas bombing of north 
Vietnam- Bombing of north Vietnam by January resumed at 
pre;_1969 levels- Partial cessation of bombing since ’68 is 

TERMINATED AS FULL SCALES BOMBING RESUMES CHRISTMAS OF 197l“ 
BY BEGINNING OF 1972 200,000 AMERICANS WITHDRAWN- 

Jan. 25, 1972 - Nixon submits 8-point program to north 
Vietnam delegation- IviA i n points include total withdrawal 
OF DRV FROM South Vietnam and release of all POifi/’ s in 
RETURN FOR A U.S. BOMBING HAL ' AND WITHDRAWAL OF U.S. TROOPS- 

Jan- 26, 1972 - 8-point program denounced by North Vietnamese 

DELEGATIONS IN PARIS BECAUSE OF NO POLITICAL STTLEMENT 
IN SOUTH, NO CONSTITUENT ASSEMBLY, NO ELECTIONS- 

Feb. 1972 - Pres- Nixon visits China- 

iviARCH 24, 1972 - Pres- Nixon calls for suspension of Paris 
Peace Talks- 

VIII- Spring Offensive 

IViARCH 30, 1972 - VIETNAMESE LIBERATION FORCES LAUNCH MAJOR 

OFFENSIVE. 

APRIL 6, 1972 - Liberation forces engage in battle with 
Saigon ARVN troops at An LOC- 

APRIL l6, 1972 - U.S- ANNOUNCES AIR FORCE AND NAVY FIGHTER 
BOMBERS STRIKE NORTH VIETNAMESE PORT OF HAIPHONG AND HANOI - 

IviAY, 1 972 - Quang Tri falls and Imperial Capital of Hue 

THREATENED BY LIBERATION FORCES- 

iviAY 8, 1972 - Pres- Nixon announces the mining of north 
Vietnamese ports and continuation of bombing, (viassive 
protests in U.S. BY anti-war movement against mining and 
bomb ING RA1 ds- 

May, 1972 - Pres- Nixon visits Soviet Union 

June, 1972 - As U.S. withdraws troops, air power is tripled- 

July 13, 1972 - Paris Peace Talks resume- 

AuG- 1972 - Report of bombing of dikes by Jane Fonda and 
Ramsey Clarke- 
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Sept. 1972 - North Vietnam releases three POli/s, the first 

SINCE 1969 . 

Oct. 24, 1972 - Pres. Nixon orders temporary cessation of all 

BOMBING NORTH OF THE 20tH PARALLEL IN NO. VIETNAM. 

Oct. 26, 1972 - Radio Hanoi \nnounces agreement with the 
U.S. on a Vietnam cease-fire and peace treaty. 

Oct. 26, 1972 - Kissinger announces 'V°eace is at hand.'' 

Nov. 65 1972 - Re-election of Pres. Nixon. 

Dec. 18, 1972 - Pres. Nixon orders heaviest bombing raids 
OVER north Vietnam. Paris Peace talks break down. 

Jan. 2, 1973 - Paris Peace Talks resume. 

Jan. 15, 1973 - Nixon halts all air and naval attacks against 
North Vietnam. 

Jan. 23s 1973 - U.S. and Vietnamese agree on cease-fire in 
Paris, (vain points include: in place cease-fire, withdrawal 
OF U.S. TROOPS and release OF POl'lfS WITHIN 60 DAYS OF SIGNING, 
dismantling of MINES IN NO. VIETNAMESE PORTS AND OF U.S. 

BASES IN So, VIETNAM, RECOGNITION OF VIETNAM AS ONE COUNTRY, 

Recognition of the PRG, establishment of the National Council 
OF National Reconciliation and Concord made up of 3 equal 

SEGMENTS (PRO-SaIGON, NEUTRALISTS, AND PRG) WHICH WILL SET 
UP ELECTIONS IN THE SOUTH AND PREPARE FOR REUNIFICATION OF 

North and South Vietnam, Four party (Indonesia, Poland, 

Hungary^ and Canada) Commission of Control and Supervision 

SET UP TO SUPERVISE THE CEASE-FIRE AND EXCHANGE OF PRISONERS. 

Agreement does not include cease-fire in Laos and Cambodia. 

Feb. 21, 1973 - Peace Agreement in Laos calling for end 

OF U.S. BOMBING, WITHDRAWAL OF ALL FOREIGN TROOPS AND RELEASE 
OF U.S. PO''IS WITHIN 60 DAYS OF THE SIGNING, SET UP NEW NATIONAL 

Union Government through free elections, government of 

SOUVANNA PHOUMA TO BE REPLACED WITHIN JO DAYS BY PROVISIONAL 
COALITION GOVERNMENT (PATRIOTIC FORCES OF THE PATHET LAO, 

Neutralists, and U.S, controlled V'ientiane government). 


SOURCES USED and SUGGESTFH READINGS 

Pentagon Papers - The New York T'meu 

XtLi — Indochina Story - The Concerned Asian Scholars 

Washington Plans an Aggressive war - Ralph Stevins 

I E T N a M 1^/1 L L I'V I N - BURCHETT 

L. A, Times 

Vietnam Ceasefire Agreement 
Laos Ceasefire Agreement 


















